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Join DazzlingMezzo-Soprano 
JoyceDiDonato

Along with Composer-Pianist Jake Heggie
and Musicologist James M. Keller

Call forth your operatic soul under a canopy of northern light. Gracefully glide 

along Alaska’s Inside Passage on Opera Odyssey, where the majesty of nature 

meets the glorious spirit of the vocal arts.

The brilliant mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato, visionary composer and pianist Jake 

Heggie, and authoritative musicologist James M. Keller invite you to accompany 

them for a program of recitals, lectures, and social events on Holland America’s  

ms Amsterdam, sailing roundtrip from Seattle August 29 – September 5, 2009.

Mr. Keller will unfurl four centuries of voice and vocal style for you, guide you 

into the world of the modern American opera singer, and unravel the process of 

a twenty-first century American composer. Settle into our intimate performance 

venue, and you’ll be captivated by two exclusive recitals by Ms. DiDonato and Mr. 

Heggie: “Songs and Arias,” featuring Old and New World Latin music interspersed 

with classic songs and arias; and “Cabaret,” a celebration of American song that 

touches upon Copland, Gershwin, Kern, Sondheim, and Jake Heggie. On our 

exclusive land-based evening outing, engulfed by Victoria’s pastel twilight, you’ll 

learn about the real Victoria — the city’s lovely homes, gardens, and history. Stroll 

through history at The Royal Theatre, a designated site of national artistic signifi-

cance. You’ll enjoy the privilege of dining on stage, a venue that has hosted the 

likes of Bernhardt, Montoya, Baryshnikov, and Pavarotti.

Inhabit the dynamic world of contemporary opera on this journey to  

The Great Land. Please join the Metropolitan Opera Guild and InSight Cruises  

on an effervescent opera adventure!

w w w . I n S i g h t C r u i s e s . c o m / O p e r a 2

Joyce DiDonato

©
 Sh

ei
la

 R
oc

k



Insight
TM

T H E  J O U R N E Y  W I T H I N

SEATTLE  
Saturday, August 29

Embark  
(commences at 11am)

Bon Voyage Cocktail Party  
(6pm)

AT SEA  
Sunday, August 30

Musing on Mezzos (9am–10am) 
Speaker: James M. Keller 

The mezzo-soprano voice has enjoyed a curious 
and quirky history through four centuries of 
opera. Join James M. Keller and see how this 
voice-type evolved as an outgrowth of social as-
sumptions and musical aspirations, how the idea 
of a “mezzo-soprano” was defined by certain key 
singers, how roles were composed to reflect the 
strengths of various types of mezzo-sopranos, 
and how the concept of a mezzo-soprano 
continues to evolve today.

Pre-Recital Talk (2:30pm–3:30pm) 
Speaker: James M. Keller 

Set the scene for Ms. DiDonato’s classical recital. 
James M. Keller will illuminate this classical 
program with historical, regional, and musical 
insights. Absorb the contexts, vocal challenges, 
and characters that make the art of “Songs and 
Arias” enthralling!

Classical Recital (4:30pm–6pm) 
Joyce DiDonato and Jake Heggie

Joyce DiDonato casts a spell transporting us to 
classical Europe, Iberia, and Latin lands around 
the world. Wrap yourself in a festive, warm, 
luscious portrait composed of canciones, songs, 
and arias — all brought to life by Ms. DiDonato’s 
thrilling technical facility, tonal beauty, and 
artistic integrity.

JUNEAU, ALASKA 
Monday, August 31 (Noon–9pm)

Q&A with Joyce and James  
(10am–11am)

Listen in as mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato 
speaks with James M. Keller about her sky-
rocketing career, some of the roles for which she 
is noted, her experience with recent trends in  
opera production, and the concept of the 
“American voice,” offering an up-close look into 
the world of the modern American opera singer.

HUBBARD GLACIER 
Tuesday, September 1 (1pm–6pm)

Singing Rossini (9am–10am)  
Speaker: James M. Keller

James M. Keller traces the history of vocal style 
from the late-eighteenth century through the 
period of Rossini in the first several decades of 
the nineteenth century. Documentary evidence 
and early recordings may reveal more than you 
might expect possible about the vocal style of 
two centuries ago and may suggest ways in 
which singers today can untangle the secrets 
harbored in the operas of this era.

SITKA, ALASKA  
Wednesday, September 2 (8am–5pm)

Q&A with Jake and James  
(6pm–7pm)

Take in an exchange between James M. Keller 
and the composer-pianist Jake Heggie. They will 
consider Heggie’s career, his musical ideals, some 
of his most noteworthy compositions, and the 
challenges and rewards of being an American 
composer in the twenty-first century.

KETCHIKAN, ALASKA  
Thursday, September 3 (7am–1pm)

Pre-Recital Talk  (2pm–3pm) 
Speaker: James M. Keller

Begin your countdown to cabaret with this 
convergence of music, history, and scholarship 
with James M. Keller. Immerse yourself in the 
historical,  cultural, and compositional underpin-
nings of the uniquely American vocal art that 
comes to life in Ms. DiDonato and Mr. Heggie’s 
cabaret recital.

Cabaret Recital (4:30pm–6:00pm) 
Joyce DiDonato and Jake Heggie

Get in the mood for an interlude of fun —  
picture a mic stand, bar stool, sequins, and a 
whiff of va-va-voom. Join Joyce DiDonato and 
Jake Heggie as they lean toward the lighter 
side and offer a unique American perspective 
on the vocal arts. Ranging from searching and 
thoughtful to cool, suave, and sophisticated, and 
from Copland and Heggie to Gershwin, Kern, 
and friends — a dynamic evening of sparkling 
cabaret awaits you!

VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Friday, September 4 (6pm–Midnight)

THE GRAND FINALE: 
City Tour and Dinner at the  
Royal Theatre in Victoria (6:30pm–10:30pm)

Experience the essence of Victoria, capital of Brit-
ish Columbia, in a gracious evening outing. The 
evening begins with a deluxe motorcoach tour of 
the famous landmarks of the city, narrated by an 
expert Victoria tour guide. You’ll learn about the 
real Victoria‚ “the city,” lovely homes, gardens, 
and some of the fascinating history behind 
famous landmarks such as the Empress Hotel, 
Chinatown, and Antique Row.

After our city tour you will arrive at the home 
of the Victoria Symphony and Pacific Opera 
Victoria, the landmark Royal Theatre. Here, enjoy 
the finest of culinary offerings on your exclusive 
dining platform, the Theatre’s stage! Regional 
delicacies, a classical trio, Rococo/Renaissance 
Revival style decor and the company of kindred 
spirits come together to create a memorable 
farewell evening!

SEATTLE, WA 
Saturday, September 5 (Disembark 10am)

 

InSightCruises is 
accredited by:

InSight Cruises

CST# 2065380-40 

561 Windsor Drive

Menlo Park, CA 94025

650-787-5665 phone

650-412-9696 fax

neil@InSightCruises.com
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Cruise prices vary from $1,079 for an Inside Stateroom to 
$3,249 for a Full Suite, per person. (Cruise pricing is subject 
to change.) For those attending our Program, there is a 
$1,675 fee. Taxes are $121.43 per person and there’s a fuel 
surcharge of $63 per person. Program subject to change.

The Metropolitan Opera Guild 

70 Lincoln Center Plaza 

New York, NY 10023 

212-769-7062 phone 

212-769-7002 fax 

travel@metguild.org
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Can’t get enough opera? Relax and refresh 
in your stateroom while six stunning operas 
play in sequence 24 hours a day on a dedi-
cated channel on your in-cabin television.

Royal Theatre — Victoria
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Opera Odyssey 2
Making Your Reservation

Alaska • August 29th – September 5th, 2009
The following information will help you book your Opera Odyssey cruise effectively and efficiently. Please read all the
information carefully before completing the reservation form. At approximately four to five weeks prior to sailing you will
receive your tickets. Only passengers booked through InSight Cruises will be able to participate in the Opera
Odyssey Program.

HOW TO BOOK:
Select Plan I, II, III, IV, or V
Cabin prices vary by the category and type of accommodation you select. You can choose Inside cabins (without a window),
Outside cabins (with a window, porthole, or verandah), Mini-Suites, and Suites. All cabins have a private bathroom with
shower (outside cabins also have bathtubs), color TV, telephone, and two beds which can convert to a queen-size bed.
Some cabins can accommodate a third and/or fourth person. A limited number of cabins for the Physically Challenged (PC)
are available upon request. You have five (5) options when choosing how to sail with us:

(I) TWO PERSONS SHARING THE SAME CABIN: Double occupancy means that two passengers will be sharing the same
cabin. All cabins have either two lower beds, or beds that may convert to a double or queen-size or king-size bed.

(II) TRIPLE AND QUAD OCCUPANCY: If three or four family members or friends wish to share the same cabin, they may
do so. The third and fourth passenger rates are listed in the pricing information (see next column).

(III) SHARE FARES: This plan is for passengers who are coming on Opera Odyssey 2 by themselves and wish to share a
cabin with another passenger in our group. If you wish to share a room/cabin, we will do our best to find a roommate. If
you are matched with a non-smoking roommate, it is mutually agreed that you cannot smoke in your room/cabin. If a
roommate cannot be found, the single rate will be charged. If we are able to find you a roommate, the prices are the same
as the per person double occupancy rates. Be sure to select "yes" on the online booking form question that asks "Do you
want to share a room with another InSight Cruiser? (This is called our Share program.)" NOTE: Share cabin assignments
are generally done at time of ticket issuance, only — and shared cabin assignments are subject to change. If you can be
matched, you will be matched with members of the same gender, and we factor in age and geography where possible.

(IV) SINGLE OCCUPANCY: If you would like to be the sole occupant of a cabin, there is a single-occupancy upcharge of
50% for cabins without a balcony or a 100% upcharge for all cabins with verandahs (i.e., balconies).

(V) PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED (PC): The ship has a very limited number of specially equipped cabins for the Physically
Challenged. Please let us know your specific needs. PC Guaranteed Shares are not available. Here's some written
material, from Holland America, about PC accessibility. And here is a video:

CRUISE PRICING INFORMATION: Government taxes are in addition to the per person cruise rates listed below. The
cruise pricing (just below) is subject to change. InSight Cruises will generally match the cruise pricing offered at the Holland
America website at the time of booking. If at the time of booking the cruise line notifies us that the price of cruise fare has
increased, you will notified of the new pricing before your reservation is booked.

In order for you to be a confirmed attendee we must have a fully completed Booking Form along with your

http://localhost/index.html
http://localhost/booking_d/oo02_booking.html#
http://www.InSightCruises.com/pdf/AccessToExcellence.pdf
http://localhost/booking_d/oo02_booking.html#
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per-person deposit. A link to the Booking Form can be found at the bottom of this page. (Alternatively, you may call us
to complete this Form.)

FULL PAYMENT is due on June 1, 2009 ("FINAL PAYMENT Deadline") (or, if you book after July 1, at the time
of booking). Passengers are not confirmed on the manifest and cruise tickets are not issued until your account is paid in
full.

Book This Cruise Now!

All cruise prices are subject to change until your booking is confirmed. We will notify you of any price changes,
and await your acceptance, before your reservation is considered "booked" and confirmed. Either party may
cancel the booking within 14 days of initial deposit, with no penalty, for any reason. We'll send you an email
confirmation (if you provide us with your email address) and an itemized invoice ("DEPOSIT AND FINAL
PAYMENT CONFIRMATION") via mail/post within three (3) business days of your deposit. You must return a
signed copy of your DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT CONFIRMATION form within 30 days of booking or your
cruise reservation is subject to cancellation. If you do not return this form by the FINAL PAYMENT date, your
cruise reservation will automatically be cancelled and cancellation penalties will be assessed. You will be sent
reminders via email and by phone before your reservation is cancelled. Passengers typically receive cabin
assignments upon booking but these cabin assignments are subject to change.

ALUMNI DISCOUNTS: A $25 discount is given for each previous InSight Cruise attended. Minimum discount is $50 per
person for previous InSight Cruisers. Maximum discount (including any Early-Bird or other discounts) is 10% of the cruise
fare.

EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNT: If you book by October 31: $200 per-person discount.

FOREIGN SHIPPING FEES and ADDITIONAL PAYMENT INFORMATION: There is a foreign shipping charge of $60 (to
cover the shipping of your cruise tickets) per foreign residence ($35 per Canadian residence).
     Payments may be made by check, money order or major credit card (Visa, Master Card, Discover, Diners Club, or
American Express). Checks are to be made payable to Int'l Technology Conferences, in U.S. dollars only, and drawn on a
U.S. bank. There is a $25 charge for returned checks.

PRE-CRUISE HOTEL STAYS: Sightsee Seattle from our homebase, the The Seattle Sheraton. A transfer from the airport
to the hotel and then from the hotel to the ship (two transfers total), and all taxes, are included in the prices below.

 1 NIGHT 2 NIGHTS 3 NIGHTS

SHARED DOUBLE $280 $460 $650

SINGLE OCCUPANCY $230 $420 $610

3RD PERSON $65 $95 $125

(All prices are PER PERSON. Hotel prices subject to change. If, when you book, the prices have changed you will be notified.
Hotels stays can be removed from your reservation prior to FINAL PAYMENT Date without any penalty.)

PRE-CRUISE COCKTAIL PARTY: $69. Shift mental gears and start your road trip by joining us at the Opera Odyssey Pre-
cruise Cocktail Party! Take this opportunity to meet your fellow Opera Odyssey travelers. The reception will be held in the
PRE-CRUISE HOTEL (Seattle Sheraton) the night before departure. Premium beer, wines, mixed drinks, and hot and cold
hors d'oeuvres will be served.

IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: A Passport (valid through March 1, 2010) is required. Non-U.S. citizens residing in
the United States will need valid Alien Registration (green) cards as well. All others must have valid passports and any
required visas when boarding the vessel. All travel documents such as passports, visas, proof of citizenship, etc., that are
required for embarkation, disembarkation at the ports of call, and re-entry into the United States are the responsibility of
the passenger. Non-U.S. citizens are asked to check with government agencies, embassies or consulates to determine
documentary requirements. You may be denied boarding without proper proof of citizenship.
     Along with many thousands of American travelers, we rely on Zierer Visa Service for our visas (we are not affiliated with
Zierer, we are simply happy customers).

http://localhost/booking_d/oo02_booking.html#tobook
http://www.InSightCruises.com/cgi/go/http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/search/hotel_detail.html?propertyID=460
http://www.InSightCruises.com/cgi/go/http://www.zvs.com
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OPERA ODYSSEY PROGRAM CANCELLATIONS and REFUNDS: The Opera Odyssey Program fee is subject to the
following cancellation fees: $95 if cancelling before June 1, 2009; $195 if cancelling from June 1, 2009 to July 31, 2009;
$395 if cancelling between August 1, 2009 and August 15, 2009; no refunds offered if cancelling after August 15, 2009. All
conference cancellation fees, however, can be applied to any future InSight Cruise!

CRUISE CANCELLATIONS, REFUNDS, INSURANCE and CHANGES: Any cancellation or any change of status (or request
for a change in status) which relates to your booking must be transmitted, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, to InSight Cruises in
writing. If you have purchased insurance, and there is an unnecessary delay in notifying us of your change in status, your
"cancellation date" will be affected and will likely adversely affect your insurance reimbursement.
     From the 14th day after booking, a Cancellation Processing Fee of $150 per person will be assessed (but will be applied
towards any future InSight Cruise). Name changes are generally not permitted by the cruiselines. Per person cruise
cancellation fees are based on date of notice to InSight Cruises (via in writing or email):

Cancellation within 14 days of booking (prior to final payment date): full refund
Cancellation more than 14 days after booking (prior to final payment): $150 cancellation fee
Cancellation on or after FINAL PAYMENT Date but 60 days prior to departure: You forfeit your deposit
Cancellation between 59 and 22 days prior to departure: 50%
Cancellation between 21 days prior to departure date of departure (or later): no refund

     NOTE: "Departure Date" also incorporates any cruiseline air and/or purchased cruiseline pre-cruise hotel stays. Please
understand that there will be no exceptions to our cancellation policy.
     To protect against cancellation penalties, Trip Cancellation & Interruption Insurance is available and strongly
recommended. InSight Cruises provides access to this insurance; a TripInsurance.com Enhanced
Protection brochure, Access America's Deluxe Plan brochure, and/or Access America's Cancel
Anytime brochure are included with you initial invoice. We like Access America for those over 65 as
Access America is "first payor"; TripInsurance.com is, by and large, less expensive and offers, for $30
extra, trip cancellation or interruption due to unforseen business reasons. Access America's Cancel
Anytime only provides 80% cash back whereas both Access America's Deluxe and TripInsurance.com's Enhanced Protection
provide 100% coverage. Further, Cancel Anytime must be purchased within 14 days of your initial deposit.

neil@InSightCruises.com    theresa@InSightCruises.com

CABIN TYPE

CRUISE RATES ARE PER PERSON,
BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

PRICING & AVAILABILITY
ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

INSIDE CABIN $1,079 [ GUARANTEED SHARE (GS)
AVAILABLE — SEE (III) ABOVE ]

http://localhost/pdf/Trip_Insurance_Dot_Com.pdf
http://localhost/pdf/AccessAmerica_DeluxePlan.pdf
http://localhost/booking_d/oo02_booking.html#
http://localhost/pdf/AccessAmerica_CancelAnytime.pdf
mailto:theresa@InSightCruises.com?subject=INSIGHT_CRUISES
mailto:neil@InSightCruises.com?subject=INSIGHT_CRUISES
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BETTER INSIDE $1,249 [ GS & PHYSICALLY
CHALLENGED (PC) AVAILABLE ]

OUTSIDE $1,449 [ GS & PHYSICALLY
CHALLENGED (PC) AVAILABLE ]

BETTER OUTSIDE $1,549 [ GS & PC AVAILABLE ]

OUTSIDE w/ BALCONY $2,149 [ PC AVAILABLE ]

BETTER
OUTSIDE w/ BALCONY

$2,249  

FULL SUITE $3,249 Add'l info (PDF file)
[ PC AVAILABLE ]

     
3rd AND/OR 4th PERSON RATE: ages 2 and older: $550; under 2 years old: $450.

NOTE: CRUISE PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE: If, when you book, any of the prices on this page have changed you will
be notified and have the option to cancel without penalty.

WHAT'S INCLUDED IN THE CRUISE PRICE: Port taxes of $235 are included. Also included is all your food (excluding
optional meals in the private restaurants), including 24-hour room service and a 24-hour pasta bar; tea, coffee, a half-
dozen juices, and milk; use of the gym; and, every evening, Holland America provides top-flight Las Vegas-style
entertainment in their large show lounge.

WHAT'S INCLUDED IN THE OPERA ODYSSEY PROGRAM: Over 24 hours of programming in all! The Program fee is
$1,675. Traveling companions who do not want to participate in our Opera Odyssey Program can simply enjoy their cruise
and need not pay this additional fee.

WHAT'S NOT INCLUDED: Government taxes ($121.43), fuel surcharge ($9 per person per day for the first and second
guests in a cabin; $4 per day for the third and fourth guests), gratuities ($10 per person per day), your bar bill, soda, the
spa, casino action, Holland America shore excursions, and any expenses of a personal nature are extra. (Taxes and fees are
subject to minor change.)

AIR TICKETS PURCHASED INDEPENDENTLY OF THE CRUISE: We urge you to check airline cancellation penalties
before purchasing airline tickets since international departure times and flights can change. Neither The Metropolitan Opera
Guild nor InSight Cruises accepts liability for cancellation penalties related to domestic or international airline tickets
purchased independently in conjunction with this cruise.

AIR ADD-ONS: Airfare from most major North American cities is available through Holland America. InSight Cruises passes
on Holland America costs plus adds a $50 per person service fee. Please call or email us for an exact quote. In most cases,
however, you will find better rates on your own. The advantage of booking flights through the cruiseline is that they take
responsibility for getting you on the ship. For mid-winter cruises, when flights are occasionally cancelled, this is an added
measure of comfort!

Need help? Have questions?
Want to book voice-to-voice?
Please give us a call: 650-787-5665

READ CAREFULLY: 
RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT AND LIABILITY DISCLAIMER

Opera Odyssey is managed by InSight Cruises, hired as an independent contractor. InSight Cruises acts only as an agent
for the respective suppliers by making arrangements for transportation, accommodations, and other services. Neither The
Metropolitan Opera Guild nor InSight Cruises shall be held liable for personal injury, death, property damage or accident,
delay, or irregularity arising out of any act or omission of these suppliers. The Metropolitan Opera Guild and InSight Cruises
reserve the right, without penalty, to make changes in the published itinerary whenever, in their judgment, conditions
warrant, or if they deem it necessary for the comfort, convenience, or safety of our participants.

http://localhost/booking_d/oo02_booking.html#
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http://localhost/pdf/Suite_info_from_HAL.pdf
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The Metropolitan Opera Guild and InSight Cruises also reserve the right, without penalty, to decline to accept any person as
a participant, or to require any participant to withdraw from the event at any time, when such action is determined by
InSight Cruises staff to be in the best interests of the health, safety, or general welfare of the group or the individual
participant, subject only to the requirement that the recoverable portion of the total amount paid that corresponds to the
cost of unused services and/or accommodations be refunded, if applicable. The Metropolitan Opera Guild and InSight
Cruises accept no liability for the purchase of non-refundable airline tickets to the cruise departure city and return. Baggage
and personal effects are at all times the sole responsibility of the participant.

Dates, schedules, and program details, although provided in good faith based on information available at the time of
publication of the brochure or catalog, are subject to change and revision.

AS A CONDITION OF ACCEPTANCE OF ANY APPLICATION, EACH APPLICANT MUST AGREE TO THE STATEMENT
SET FORTH BELOW:

The undersigned has read carefully the Responsibility Statement and Liability Disclaimer set forth (left), the schedule of
activities for this event, as well as the terms and conditions of application and participation as set forth in the event
brochure and/or these webpages, and recognizes and accepts any risk associated with the event and the conditions,
including the refund policy, set forth above. The undersigned further acknowledges that there are many risks and
uncertainties inherent in any travel, including but not limited to the hazards of various modes of transportation, forces of
nature, acts or omissions of foreign governments, terrorism, war or insurrection, theft, illness, and damage to person or
property due to the negligent acts or omissions of event staff or others. In consideration of, and as part payment for, the
right to participate in the event, the undersigned, on behalf of himself, his dependents, heirs, executors, administrators and
assigns, agrees to release The Metropolitan Opera Guild, their officers, employees, representatives or agents, and Insight
Cruises and its officers, employees and agents, from liability for personal injury, death, property damage or loss suffered
by any person in connection with this event, even if caused by the negligence (but not the reckless, willful, or fraudulent
conduct) of event staff or other related persons or entities. In addition, by registering for this event, the applicant certifies
that he or she is mentally and physically capable of full participation in this tour.

BY REGISTERING FOR THE OPERA ODYSSEY CRUISE, THE PARTICIPANT AGREES TO THE RESPONSIBILITY
STATEMENT AND LIABILITY DISCLAIMER AND THE TERMS AND CONDIONDIONS HEREIN.

We'll mail out a receipt shortly after you book. To be confirmed on the cruise, we must have a fully completed
Booking along with your per person deposit. Passengers will receive cabin assignment upon booking but these
cabin assignments are subject to change.

 I have read and agree with all of the above.

Book or price this cruise now!

InSight Cruises (CST# 2065380-40)
561 Windsor Drive
Menlo Park, CA 94025

TEL: (650) 787-5665

Email: neil@InSightCruises.com

http://localhost/standard_interface_b/about_us.html#CST
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